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A farewell message from  
Revd David Payne 

 

Dear Friends 

As I reach the end of this, my final Circuit appointment, I owe each and every 

one of you a debt of gratitude for both the welcome I have continued to re-

ceive from you and the trust shared as we have journeyed in faith together.  

It has been a great joy to lead worship in Shildon Methodist Church and I ap-

preciate the commitment to singing well in praise of our Lord at each service! 

It is encouraging to look out upon the congregation and see familiar faces 

joined by others who have arrived to share in the life of the church. If any of 

those who are relatively new to the church would like to explore a formal 

recognition of belonging together by becoming members, please speak to 

one of the Church Stewards, who will pass this on to Peter, my successor. 

My thanks to all who have held office in any role during our time together. I 

have been particularly well supported by many dedicated and committed peo-

ple. I could not have exercised ministry without your help and support, includ-

ing the preparation of the church for worship and the welcome given each 

time. The pastoral work of the church is absolutely central to its being and 

cohesion. It is often done unseen and unheralded, but I am grateful for all the 

love and care that is extended to others in the name of the church and of Je-

sus. The church is also fortunate to have people committed to serving others 

by running events (regular and specific) and by ensuring that our premises 

are well kept and in good order – my thanks to you all too. Our ongoing com-

mitment to making the church a safe place is reflected in our joint commit-

ment to the safeguarding policies and procedures of the Methodist Church 

and putting these into practical effect. 

The church can never stand still. So, in looking forward, I offer my very best 

wishes to you all for the 50th anniversary celebration of the opening of the 

present church building in October. There are great plans coming together 

and I hope you will be blessed by support from many people from this local 

community. May it prompt and inspire the next period of flourishing of the 

church 

Every blessing for your future faith journey – as individuals and as a cohesive 

church community. 

Yours, in the love of Christ,  

David. 



As you are aware, big plans are in place to celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of our church building, over the 
weekend of 9-11 October 2026. There will be a Flower 

Festival, Lego Event, Celebratory Worship and a 
church display of people and events over the last 50 
years. We want to share more details of the weekend 
with you and seek your help and support to ensure 

the weekend is a resounding success! 

Timetable for the Weekend 

Thursday, 8 October - 7.00pm to 9.00pm 
There will be special Preview Evening of the Golden Years Flower Festival with non-
alcoholic wine and nibbles. Our local MP, Sam Rushworth, has accepted an invita-
tion to be our special guest and open the event. Businesses and individuals who 
have sponsored the weekend and/or flower displays will be invited to come along 
free of charge. There will be a limited number of tickets for sale at a cost of £5.00 
for others who wish to come along. More information will be made available nearer 
the time. 
 
Friday, 9 October - 10.00am to 4.00pm 
The Golden Years Flower Festival will be open to everyone. Entry will be by pro-
gramme at a cost of £2.00. Only 1 programme will be required for each couple/
family group. There will be flower displays in both the church and hall, and our 
church display of people and events over the last 50 years will be available in the 
hall. Refreshments will be on sale in the hall. 
 
Saturday, 10 October - 10.00am to 4.00pm 
The Golden Years Flower Festival will continue to be open to everyone, as will our 
church display. The Blooming Bricks Lego display will take place in the hall. Entry to 
the Lego display will be free of charge. There will be fabulous displays and an area 
for children, young people and adults to have a go at building some of their own 
creations. Refreshments will be on sale in the hall. 
 
Sunday, 11 October 
 
10.30am - Celebratory Worship in the church led by Revd Peter Catford. 
 
12.00pm to 4.00pm - A last chance for the public to see the Golden Years Flower 
Festival. Refreshments on sale in the hall, together with the church display. 
 
4.00pm onwards - Flower auction where everyone will have a chance to purchase 
flowers/displays. 



How can you 
help? 

 
Sponsor a display 
We are inviting church members and friends to sponsor or part sponsor a display 
(each display will cost around £100). Displays can be sponsored in the name of a 
business or organisation, or can be dedicated to the memory of a loved one.  
 
If you would like to help and/or sponsor a display please talk to Elly Studham, Barba-
ra Merifield or John Hodgson for more information. 
 
If you have contact with any businesses you think may be willing to help please let 
us know. 
 
Help provide refreshments 
Refreshments will be on sale over the whole weekend. We want to make it as sim-
ple as possible by selling tea/coffee/cold drinks and cake. If you can help by baking 
small cakes, or large cakes that can be cut up, that would be a real help.  
 
Please contact Barbara Merifield or Elly Studham if you can help in this way. 
 
Stewarding the event 
We will need volunteers to be available in the church and hall over the weekend, to 
welcome people, sell programmes (and possibly raffle tickets). Jean Best is prepar-
ing a rota of willing volunteers.  
 
Please speak with Jean if you are able to help. 
 
Finally 
The weekend is an opportunity for us to:  
 
• Share fellowship with each other and with the community.  
• Share the love of our church and our faith with others. 
• Celebrate 50 years of serving Jesus and the community in our current church 

building. 
• Provide a weekend of fun and celebration everyone can enjoy. 


